CALIFORNIA CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS

MISDEMEANOR
Complaint filed → Arraignment → [Pretrial conference] → Jury trial → Sentencing 
FELONY VIA COMPLAINT

Felony complaint filed → Arraignment → [Early disposition conference] → Preliminary examination (in front of magistrate) → 

Held to answer (magistrate finds probable cause) → [DA “info review” meeting] → 
SUPERIOR COURT Information filed → Arraignment → Motion to set aside information (Penal Code section 995, if defendant files one) → [Pretrial conference] → Jury trial → Sentencing 

FELONY VIA INDICTMENT
Indictment (by grand jury) → Arraignment → Motion to set aside indictment (Penal Code section 995, if defendant files one) → [Pretrial conference] → Jury trial → Sentencing
[Note:  Pretrial conferences and early disposition conferences are not required by the Penal Code but may be scheduled as opportunities to settle cases, to determine if trials need to be continued, etc., without having to unnecessarily subpoena witnesses]
