Arson and Fire Laws
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-y a person 5 guilty of arson when heorshe
d maliciously sets fire to or burns oF causes to be

burned or who aids, counsels, of procures the burning o
any structure, forest land of property. ®C §451)
» Typesof arson

+ PC 451 (2)>Asson causing great bodily injury (si7l9 violent

> Arson that causes burning of inhabited
Jinhabited property (3/5/8; violent felony)

o PC 4510 Arson of structure or forest fand (2/4/6; serious

d)>Arson of property (16/2/3; serious felony)

Defendantset fired to or burned oF counseled or
helped or caused the burning 0

Defendant acted willfully and maliciously
e Terms defined .
uset fire to OF purn’= damage 0% destroy with fire either

all orpartof 8

omething, no matter how small the part

wyillfully” = wi lingly or on purP ose

«maliciously’ = intentionally doing2 wrongful act or
when acting with the unlawful intent {0 defraud,
annoy, of injure someone else
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Arson of Property (451(d))

» Flements
. Defendantset fired toor burned of counseled or helped or
caused the burning O

e
.. Defendant acted willfully and maliciously
¢ Terms defined
« “Property” petsonal property oF land other thart forest land
« No arsont committed if person burns hisown property ynless
he acts with intent +o defraud or fire burns someone else’s
property
. Burning trashis arson (unless {rash belongst0 defendant); n0
. requirement that property pelong to anyone

e

=
Aggravated Arson (451.5)

° P%cts as enhancement to arson, increasing punishment
ifs '
. Defendantacted willfully, maliciouslys deliberation, and
with premeditation
+ Defendant acted with intent to injure one OF more
persons or 10 damage property under circumstances
Tikely to injure 0n€ or more person of damage one or
moie structures,
« Fire cauged losses exceeding $5.65 million OR
» Fire destroyed 50T imore inhabited structures

« Punishment is 10 years to life in prison

Arson Enhancements (451.1)

e Defendantwill be punished by additional 3, 4, 9F5
years in prison if arson committed and: .
e Defendanthas prior conviction for PC 45101 PC 452
o Firefighter, peace officer, or emergency persomlel
suffered greatb‘odily {njury as result of offense
° Defendantprpximate\y caused great bodily injury to
more than one victim
» Defendant prox‘\mate\y cause more than oné structure €0
burn
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Recklessly Causing a Fire

» What does it mean toact recklessly?

e A personacts recklessly when

. He orshe is aware that his or her actions presenta
substantial and unjustifiable risk of causing a fire

He or she ignores that risk

t

3. Ignoring the risk is a gross deviation from whata
reasonable person would have done in the same
situation

Recklessly Causing a Fire

o Subdivisions of PC 452 mirror PC 451
o 452(3)> causing great bodily injury (2,4.6)
. ‘(;52(\)%-9 causing inhabited property/structure to burn
2,34,
« 452(c)> causing structure or forest land to burn
(wobbler, 16,2,3)

o 452(d)-> causing property to burn (misdemeanor) .
o State prison eligible offenses
« Conviction does not require arson registration
¢ Enhancements available in PC 452.1 mirror PC 4511

enhancements

Other Criminal Fire Statutes

o Health and Safety Code 13000- 13002~ careless or
reckless actions related to fire
« HS 13000~ allowing fire to escape

» HS 13001~ throwing or placing item where it could
cause fire

« HS ooz->throwing burning object onto road, highway
» Public Resources Code 4421-4423
« PR 4421 setting fireon another's land without
permission
o PR 4422~ allowing fire to burn uncontrolled or escape
« PR 4423 burning in certain areas without permit
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Medical Examiner’s Qffice

Categores of Fire Deaths
ACCIDENTAL:U nespestedDeaths
- House, Structual Fires
—~Motor Vehide Accidents
—Mass Disasters
SUICIDE

HOMICIDE Intenﬁongleson

— Obscuse Physical Evidence of a Come
—Destzoy PessonalIdentity

~Destroy Traumatic Injudes
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GEOGRAPHIC PROFILING OF
SERIAL ARSONIST

Tiow peon ke drane o

CRIME THEORIES

BEHAVIORAL GEOGRAPHY
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DISTANCE DECAY

The offcuders scarel bebavior follows a distance decay unction
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ATIVE PROCESS

THE CRIMINAL INVESTIG

Physical
Description

GEOGRAPHIC PROFILING ASSUMPTIONS

The babage analiss s complate

The scnies i6 sehaes oh complete

The ettemders are focad funters Bk caniRters
A anore than one aftentlor they yeatde together on e st pemidete e
The seatchibase ol the attcuderist s oy moved denang the e pesod of the

U SCHUY

EVALUATING CASES FOR
GEOGRAPHIC PROFILING

A minimum of § separate and independent locations

o The series is relatively complete
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TRACEY WEBB

TRACY WEB SERIES
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TRACEY WEBB
PEAK PROFILE AREA
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