
CERTIFICA', _ OF ATTENDANCE FOR CAL :ORNIA MCLE 

Top portion  of form to  be completed by the Provider 

It is preferred that the form is pre-printed with the attendees name 
and bar number. 

Provider Name: Ventura County District Attorney's Office 

Provider Number: 1130 

Title of Activity: Voir Dire II 

Date(s) of Activity: October 19, 2018 

Time of Activity: 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Location of Activity (City/State): Ventura, CA 

This Activity qualifies for: Participatory 1 Self-Study 

Total California MCLE Credit Hours for the above activity: 2.00 , including 

the following sub-field credits: 

• Legal Ethics:   

• Recognition and Elimination of Bias-

. Competence Issues:   

Bottom portion of form to be completed by the Attorney after participation in the 
above-referenced activity 

By signing below, I certify that I participated in all, or some*, of the activity described above 
and am therefore entitled to claim the following California MOLE credit hours: 

Total California MCLE Credit Hours:  , including the following sub-field credits' 

e Legal Ethics:   

• Recognition and Elimination of Bias:   

e Competence Issues:  

(You may not claim credit for the sub fields above unless the provider is granting credit in 
those areas above.) 

Print Your Name (clearly):   

Your California State Bar Number: 

Signature: 

* partial participation hours must be pro-rated MCLE Certificate of Attendance 0616_R 



II. Challenges 

Ill. Tips & Techniques 

IV. Objections 

Mechanics 
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2c iViech.nc.s of Jury S 
Panel is brought to courtroom 'Sr sworn 

2 Questionnaires handed out Of being used  
3. Judge hardships the entire panel 
4. 12 potential jurors seated at random 
5 These 12 are questioned by court 
6. Defense counsel questions the i 2 
7 DDA questions the potential 12 
0. Exercise of challenges 

A Cause 
o Peremptory 

9. Panel is accepted by both sides 
10. Selection of alternates 
11 Jury and alternates are sworn 

?CtOfl 

Challenges 

Challenges for Cause 
1. General Disqualifications [CCP §§ 228(a). 203] 
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2. Implied Bias (CCP 55 225(B)(1)(B), 228] 
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2 



Peremptory Challenges 

6 Challenges 
• If charged offense is punishable xvith max term of 1 year or less 

[CCP § 231(b)] 

20 Challenges 
• If charged offense is punishable by death or life in state prison 

[CCP § 231+,4 

10 Challenges 
• In all other cases that do not fall into the categories desciibed 

above or below 

Multiple Defendants 
• If punishment is 1 year or less S joint + 2 each 
• if D s charged w/same offense 

• Life/death case 20 joint 5 each 
• other cases" 10 joint + 5 each 

• DDA gets same number of peremptory challenges as defense 
ti e 8 25 or 15) 

Tips fig Techniques 

Cat's Rules for an Effective Vow Dire 

1. Make a Solid First Impression 
Everyone sees what you appear to be... 

e jury at 
at you 

dent in 
e, are in 
• nd that 

sty and 
re above 

h 

...few really know what you are 
041..ee, 
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Elements of Personal 
Communication 
• 7% spoken words 
• 38% voice, tone 
• 55% body language 
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am min alms 
III 

Cat's Rules for an Effective Voir Dire 

1 Make a Solid First Impression 

IM 
1 

AK' 

Project to the jury at 
all times that you 
are confident in 
your case, are in 
control, and that ) 
your honesty and 
integrity are above /I 

reproach 

Cat's Rules for an Effective Voir Dire 

1 Make a Solid First Impression 

Have a Discussion 
How many of 

you comprehend 
the term 
(sex 1'7 

<elt?gi,;i 
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Cat's Rules for an Effective Voir Dire 

1. Make a Solid First Impression 

2 Have a Discussion 

3. Keep it e s 

Cat's Rules for an Effective Voir Dire 

I Make a Solid First Impression 

Have a Discussion 

3. Keep it e 

4. Air Your Dirty Laundry 

Cats Rules for an Effective Voir Dire 

I. Make a Solid First Impression 

Have a Discussion 

. Keep it e s 

Air Your Dirty Laundry 

b. When in doubt. kick them out' 
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Suggested Voir 馴re Format （
」
）
 

Three Steps 

Clarify \A/ho YOU Are 

Discuss Legal Principles &" Dirty LaLlndry 

BUrden of Proof: BRD 

Make Sure the Jury Knows Who (ou Ai-e 

Opt 」:」 Cl 

Good morning As you can see the defense attorney 
has a client sitting next to her at counsel table You 
can also see that 1 don t have anyone sitting next to 
me at my table but that doesn t mean I dont have a 
client 

Who do I represent ? Ok I represent the People . bUt 
who are these People? When do I represent them? 
Why is there representation for the People? Do you 
agree that the People have a right to a fair trial too? 
What does that mean to you つ Will you give People 
same fair trial as y OLJ will the defendant? 

Make Sure the Jury Knows Who You Are 
' 

Ontiori #2 

Good morning As you can see the defense attorney has a 
chent sifting next to ncr at counsel table '(on can also see that 
don�don t have anycne sittinLt nest to me at my ladIe , bint that 

doesn 【 mean I don t have a client The Judge told you I 
represent the People of the State of CA 

Have you heard the expression out of sight out of mind2 
\j\ihat dces that mean9 Do you think that because my client 
sn�sn I visibly siftniig right next to me that the People are any less 

deserving of a fair trial7 Do you think it might be easy to 
overlook the People s right to a fair trial since ny ctient I sn t so 
visibly present in tfiis courtroomつ Do you agree that the People 
have a right to a fair trial tooつ What does that mean to youO 
Will you give People same fair trial as you will the defendant ? 
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Legal Principles & Dirty Laundry 

• Following the law, even if they don t like it 
• Personal experiences of jurors that may affect case 
• Single witness testimony 
• Youthful or very attractive defendants 
• Children as witnesses 
• Witnesses with RAP sheets 
• The "CSI Effect" 
• Sympathy / Punishment 

Negative experiences with law enforcement 
Case specific issues: DNA Alcohol Drugs. Experts 

Burden of Proof: BRD 

, Proof BRD — have you heard that phrase 
before? Where? What does that phrase 
mean to you? 

Make sure they know what BOP is not 

Explain legislative intent for setting BOP 
BRD 

Eui-den of Proof: BRD 

Option #1: 
If I prove. BRD, that the defendant 
committed the crimes he's charged with, 
what will your verdict be Mr Juror? 

Option #2 
• If I prove, BRD, that the defendant 

committed the crimes he's charged with, is 
there anything that would prevent you from 
returning a guilty verdict. Mr Juror? 
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Burden of Proof: BRD 

If they waiver, are apprehensive 
overly conditional in their response, or 
ask you questions instead, kick them!!! 

Objections 

Improper Voir Dire Questions 
[COP §,§ 223(d), 223(e)] 

Educate the jury as to the particular facts of the 
case 
Compel jurors to vote in a particular way 

Prejudice jury for or against any party 
Argue the case 
Indoctrinate the jury 
Instruct the jury in a matter of law 
Attempt to accomplish an unlawful purpose 

Not reasonably calculated to lead to a challenge 
for cause 
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Batson :"Alheeler 

Protected groups: 
Race 
Religion 

• Ethnicity 
• Gender 
• Sexual orientation 
• Age 

Mental or physical disability 
• Marital Status 

Not recognized as a protected group: 
Caucasians with Spanish surnames 

- People with "low incomes" 

'BOW, would you please send a text to. lulu #2 
and kiettuct hire to put his phone away?' 
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