


BARRIERS
•EDUCATION/ROLE MODELS

•TRUST WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT

•LANGUAGE

•SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS

•CULTURE



MCCC
YOUTH LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

DECEMBER 7-9, 2018

PROVIDING INSIGHT, EDUCATION, AND ROLE MODELS FOR OUR 

“AT-RISK” YOUTH





“You are greatness!”  - Kevin Bracy

Inspiration/Motivation





Positive Contacts with Law Enforcement





Building Empathy through Victim’s Experiences











SHOP WITH A COP (AND A DA)
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH WSPD
DECEMBER 15, 2018

• BUILDING TRUST WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT



Walmart Grant - $6,000

30 children matched up with members of 

WSPD and YCDA

$200 Shopping spree per student



Children are hand selected either by WSPD, Washington Unified School District or YCDA as individuals who need this connection and cheer.



“One of the most rewarding experiences in 

my law enforcement career.”  - YCDA 

Investigator







“I used to be scared of the police, now I want to be one.” – 9 year 

old participant



“Heartbreaking yet, 

rewarding.” – YCDA 

Investigator 



“I thought all law enforcement officers were 

mean,  but, you are nice.” – 11 year old 

participant



YCDA Victim Advocates identified children traumatized by 

crime and the following processes in search of justice.

Children who have witnessed Domestic Violence.

Children who were victims of sexual assault.

Children who have had to testify against a parent.

We can never undue the darkness they felt, but, we can provide 

them with some sunshine.  We do not just stand behind them in 

court, we stand behind them in the opportunity to be children.  

On this day, there is no crime, nothing lurking in the dark.  On 

this day they can be children.



We are not just here 

for court, we are 

here for life.

The impact we make 

outside of the 

courtroom is just as 

powerful as the one 

we make inside.



SPANISH LANGUAGE SERVICES
LAUNCHED ON 11/30/18

• Overcoming Language Barriers

• Over 30% of Yolo County Residents Speak 

Spanish  (Over 60% in Woodland)

• Connecting with Spanish Speaking 

Victims/Witnesses

• Facebook Page/YoloDA Website

• “WhatsApp” number for individuals in 

other Spanish speaking countries to 

communicate with us.





HTTPS://FISCALIADEYOLO.ORG





ENTENDISTES?       ELLOS TAMPOCO…

….when this is in English.



GLIDE
LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

TENDERLOIN DISTRICT

BREAKING SOCIO-ECONOMIC BARRIERS

BUILDING EMPATHY



SERVING OTHERS
BUILDING EMPATHY

SERVING OTHERS



THEIR REALITY…



REFLECT

HOW DO OUR ROLES AS PROSECUTORS AND LAW 

ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AFFECT THE LIVES OF THOSE WHO 

HAVE NO SHELTER OR FOOD?



IMPLICIT BIAS TRAINING

• PROSECUTORS RECEIVE IMPLICIT BIAS TRAINING TO EXPLORE THE ROLE OF IMPLICIT BIAS WHEN IT 

COMES TO CHARGING CRIMINAL CASES. 

• IMPLICIT BIAS – ATTITUDES OR STEREOTYPES THAT AFFECT ACTIONS AND DECISIONS IN AN 

UNCONSCIOUS MANNER.

• GOAL IS TO BECOME AWARE OF DIFFERENT FORMS OF BIAS – IMPLICIT OR OTHERWISE – AND HOW THEY 

MAY AFFECT OUR DECISION MAKING

• IMPORTANT AS PROSECUTORS TO ENSURE THAT WE ARE SELF AWARE OF OUR FAULTS



Made up of community leaders 

from various religions and 

cultural background.



MISSION: 

• Acts as an advisory committee to the DA.

• Seek fair and equal justice.

• Facilitate understanding

• Ensure open communication

• Promote community participation, education and 

diversity within the criminal justice system.



BREAKING BARRIERS…
YOLO COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
2018

• DIANE ORTIZ, DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY

• DIANE.ORTIZ@YOLOCOUNTY.ORG

• 530-666-8382

mailto:Diane.Ortiz@yolocounty.org

