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Wildcards 

Wildcards are used to represent one or more unknown characters in a word. They are useful for searching for all documents c.ontainlng variations of a word or 
when you are not sure of the exact characters contained in a word. 

' Wildcar,. Description 
-- -- ---- - ~ . (Asterisk) Represents zero or more missing characters. For example. qovern" 

-······· 

? (Question mark) Represents any single character. For example, gr?y would fi 

I] (Brackets) Brackets are also used as a wildcard for any single character. A fim 
brackets. For example, gr{ae)y would find "gray" and "grey," but no others . 

...... - .... 
(Dash) lndlcates a range of characters. Fo1 example, b{a-i]Uer would find the v 

····---- ····-··---- 

[0-91 Represents any single digit number. For example, [0-9JI0-9J would find any tw 
!-0-9]-[0-9][0-9]-[0-9j[0-9JI0-9][0-9J would find a social security number. 

s would find "governors," "governments," and "governs." 

ncl "gray" and "grey." but not "gravy." 
--------------·----~ -- --· 
iled set of replacement characters can be specified within the 

* 

vords "batter," "better" and ·'bi!ter,'· but not "butter." 

o-di9il number (but not a one- or three-digH number), and [0-9j[0-9J 

Wildcards may be combined. For example, br[a-ojkll·•· would find all of llrn following words: brake. braked, broke broker, and broken. 

Performance 

Searches that use strings stmtlnti wi1h a wi!dcard (H.g. "term) are si~JnificanUy slower than searches that mm ~,trings uncling 1NHh a wildcr:nti (e .9. tenn~). 

Examples 

Cell phone number- Ceniceros - 2018035097 (805-387-8638) 

Medical Records - Burboa - 2016030695 

Email-Abrego -2015041134 


