Asset Forfeiture On Call Back-up Essential Information

Numbers To Put in Your Phone
(805) 212-6864 AF phone
(805) 701-3820 Mickye Coyle Cell 
(805) 794-1972 Steve Slyker ONLY when Mickye’s on Vacation
(805) 947-7983 DAI Dave Ruggiero if over $25,000
(805) 300-9396 DAI Frank Huber  if over $25,000 and you can’t reach Dave.

Why Are You Getting the Call?
· Oops. I missed a call for no good reason.   This has happened once in the last year. 
· When this happens – call both the AF phone and my personal cell.  Text my personal cell as well.   Chances are I will pick up and handle. Or, just handle the call.  
· I am in court. 
· Planned unavailability - out of range/cell service/in a movie theater/in a meeting. I will text/call your on-call phone to let you know ahead of time.    
· I am on vacation – you will have plenty of warning.     

What Do You Do When You Get a Call?
· Don’t Panic.  Get the key facts.
· Drugs- type (not just Xanax), quantity, location, indicia of sales
· Money – how much? Where was it found? Where found in relation to the drugs? Who claims it or who could claim it? 
· Is there probable cause to believe suspect engaged in drug sales and that the assets are for facilitation, exchange, or proceeds?
· Under $25,000 authorize forfeiture and ask them to serve or ask them to take it as evidence and wait for help.   
· Make sure officers serve the DA 20 notice of non-judicial forfeiture and the MC200 blank claim form. 
· Remind them to email DAOAssetforfeiure@ventura.org
· Over $25, 000 have them call Dave Ruggiero, have them seize assets as evidence.  
What Happens if You Blow it?
· You will be fired. [ ]  True     [ ] False
· I will fix it later by giving the money back or authorizing a forfeiture.  [ ] True  [ ] False  
PC Factors for Asset Forfeiture

Include this information in calls requesting seizure and DAOAssetforfeiture@ventura.org  emails. The list is not exhaustive.  You may see other indicia.

Field officer may be nervous or miss stuff.  Ask all the questions.  One primary factor is enough, but they are rarely all we have. If the suspect has a gram of meth, heroin, coke that is all you need. Almost any amount of fentanyl is sufficient.  Xanax is everywhere but cannot be the basis for asset forfeiture unless it is paired with other drugs.  

Primary Factors  

· Quantity of drugs (not personal use) 
· Sales of Xanax and the rest of benzodiazepine family do not qualify for the seizure of assets. However, if there is evidence that they are selling other prohibited drugs that can factor into PC 
· Proximity of assets ($$) to narcotics – list each location money found
· Admission of illegal drug sales 
· An officer makes a direct observation of sales (UC buy).   
· Text messages describing sales/transactions

Secondary Factors 

· Cut/packaging/paraphernalia consistent with trafficking 
· Pay /Owe sheets
· Cash over $5,000 
· Trafficking priors 
· Courier/mule characteristics 
· No legitimate source of income 
· Travel to/from area of sales
· Hidden compartment  
