
Social Media Cases
People v. Beckley (2010) 185 Cal.App.4th

509 (Photo of D’s girlfriend flashing gang
sign from Def.’s MySpace page found error
because no personal knowledge by officer
and no evidence image was not
“composite” or “faked.”)
– Older case (pre Goldsmith and disapproved in

In re K.B.)
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Social Media Cases
People v. Valdez (2011) 201 Cal.App.4th

1429 (MySpace photo of def. flashing 
gang sign properly authenticated –
content of page showing multiple things 
circumstantially proved MySpace page was 
def.’s “The content of a document may 
authenticate it.”)
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Social Media Cases
In re K.B. (2016) 238 Cal.App.4thhh 989

-screenshots of Instagram photos of Juvi
with gun downloaded from co-def.’s phone 
via Cellebrite
- Cellebrite shows photo created only 5 

hours before arrest
- Officer testified photos same as he 

observed on Instagram earlier in day
- Juvi in same clothes when arrested as in 

photo
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Social Media Cases
Kinda v. Carpenter (2016) 247 Cal.App.4th

1268 (Yelp defamamtion case where it 
was error for trial court to exclude 
negative Yelp reviews of Plaintiff’s 
business when there was evidence from IP 
address and Comcast and AT&T subscriber 
information that posts came from 
defendant’s home and work address and 
with defendant’s name. Plaintiff and 
defendant were in landlord/tenant dispute. 
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Social Media Cases
In re Rafael C. (2016) 246 Cal.App.4thh 745
(Photo of minor found on minor’s cell
phone among other texts by minor and
phone taken from minor’s person
sufficient for authentication of photo of
minor with gun.)
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