HOW TO HANDLE
FIREARMS IN A
COURTROOM









Local Rules

41.5 Dangerous, Large or Bulky Exhibits

A. Permission from the judge assigned to the hearing or trial must be
obtained before a party may bring dangerous, large or bulky exhibits into the
courthouse. If possible, the party should substitute a photograph, technical report, or
dummy object for proposed exhibits which are either:
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Inherently dangerous, such as:

a. Firearms;

b. Any type of explosive powder;
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If a party believes the exhibit should be brought into the courtroom without
substitution, an application for permission must be made in wnting and describe the
materials to be brought into the courtroom and the reason a substitution should not be
made. The option of viewing the materials at another location may be considered by
the court.

B.  Evidence received in any case shall be limited to those items required in
the case and shall be retained by the court for the minimum time required by law, unless
good cause is shown to retain the evidence for a longer period of time.

C.  No exhibit shall be accepted by the Clerk or exhibits custodian unless:

= All firearms are secured by a nylon tie or trigger guard, and have
been examined by the bailiff to determine that they have been rendered
inoperable;
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D. All exhibits must be individually tagged with the proper exhibit tag,
properly completed, and securely attached to the exhibit. Any exhibit improperly
tagged, marked, weighed, or identified will not be accepted by the court. Unless
otherwise ordered, unidentified or improperly identified liquids, containers, controlled
substances, or other suspect substances shall be returned to the party offering them.
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E. When a dangerous, large or bulky exhibit that has been marked and
identified or received in evidence poses a security, storage or safety problem, on
recommendation of the Clerk of the court, the court may order that all or a portion of it
be returned to the party that offered it. In the case of exhibits offered by the prosecutor
in a criminal case, the court may order that the exhibit be returned to the law
enforcement agency involved. The order shall require that a full and complete
photographic record of the exhibit or the portion returned be substituted for the exhibit.
The party who offered the exhibit shall provide the photographic record. The party or
agency to whom the exhibit is retumed shall be responsible for maintaining and
preserving the exhibit until there is a final disposition of the action or proceeding. All
exhibit tags and other identifying markings or information concerning each exhibit shall
remain in place and shall not be disturbed. Each exhibit shall be maintained intact and

in the same condition as during frial. In the event further proceedings of any court
having jurisdiction of the matter require the presence of the exhibit, the party or agency
to whom it was returned shall promptly deliver the exhibit to the appropriate court, with

notice to all partieS. (Rule 4.1.5 renumbered effective January 1, 2006; adopted as Rule 20.5 efective January 1,
2004)





































