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CENSORSHIP FLOWCHART
So you’ve been censored on social media by a goverrnment official. Use this flowchart to 
determine if your rights were violated.

Please note that the results of this flowchart do not imply that the ACLU of Northern California is pursuing or would pursue legal action on your behalf or in any case.

Is it a campaign page (i.e. “elect” or “vote for”) OR a fake 
or parody page managed by someone other than the 

official or their team?

NOT AN 
OFFICIAL PAGE

Does the title or bio of the 
page mention an elected 

position?

Does the page 
have government 

office contact 
info, such as 

phone number or 
email address?

Does the government official 
use the page to promote policy 

and discuss issues provide 
info about the work of their 

office, or provide info about the 
government entity they work for?

Does the government official 
also use the page to post 
about personal matters? Does the person have (1) actual authority to speak on 

behalf of the state on a particular matter AND (2) claimed 
to use that authority in the relevant post(s) or account?

Does the page have a 
posted comment policy? Did you violate the comment policy or terms of use?

Did your post include threats, language that includes imminent illegal action, factual statements you know to be 
false, obscene material, or an attempt to sell something?

Were you blocked from viewing the 
entire account following the post?

Was only your post/comment deleted, 
without your account being blocked?

Did you have comments deleted on 
a purely personal post on the page?

Did you have comments 
deleted on official posts?

NOT A BASIS FOR 
COMPLAINT
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